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SUB J : VORSTER ON FUTURE OF WALVIS BAY 

1 . DURING DEBATE IN HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY APRIL 23 PRIME MINISTER 
VORSTER STATED THAT THERE EXISTS ERRONEOUS ASSUMPTION 
AMONG SOME OBSERVERS THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORY OF 
WALVIS BAY ACTUALLY BELONGS TO SOUTH WEST AFRICA. VORSTER 
SAID HE CONCERNED ABOUT THIS MISAPPREHENSION AND WILL GIVE 
CONSIDERATION TO REPEALING DURING NEXT PARLIAMENTARY 
SESSION, 1922 LEGISLATION WHICH GAVE SWA AUTHORITIES 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESPONSIBILITY FOR WALVIS BAY. 

2. IN CONVERSATION WITH SENATOR PERCY EARLIER THE SAME DAY, 
VORSTER ALSO MENTIONED HIS CONCERN THAT PEOPLE GETTING 
WRONG IDEA ABOUT WALVIS BAY. 

3. COMMENT: 424 SQUARE MILE LAND TERRITORY OF WALVIS 
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INTO UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA IN 1910. AFTER SWA BECAME A 
SOUTH AFRICAN MANDATED TERRITORY. LEGISLATION AAS PASSED 
PLACING WALVIS BAY ADMINISTRATION IN HANDS OF SAG 
APPOINTEES ADMINISTERING SWA. IN CONVERSATIONS WITH WHITE 
AND BLACK NAMIBIANS OF ALL POLITICAL PERSUASIONS EMBOFFS 
HAVE FOUND ALMOST UNIVERSAL AGREEMENT THAT, WHEN AND IF 
NAMIBIA BECOMES INDEPENDENT, WALVIS BAY SHOULD BE INCORPORATED 
INTO IT. BLACKS GENERALLY BELIEVE THAT THIS SHOULD BE 
DONE AS A MATTER OF COURSE TO REDRESS A COLONIAL WRONG. 

WHITES BELIEVE THAT THE INCORPORATION WILL HAVE TO BE A 
TOPIC OF NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN SWA AND SAG AUTHORITIES. 

ALTHOUGH VORSTER'S COMMENTS DID NOT ADDRESS QUESTION 
OF WALVIS BAY'S RELATIONSHIP TO AN INDEPENDENT NAMIBIA, IT 
IS CLEAR THAT HE WANTS TO KEEP HIS OPTIONS OPEN. THE 
LOGISTICAL HASSLE OF SETTING UP A SEPARATE ADMINISTRATION 
MAKES IT UNLIKELY THAT PM WILL CARRY THROUGH ON HIS PUBLIC 
MUSINGS ABOUT QUICK REPEAL OF 1922 LEGISLATION. HOWEVER, 

MORE ASSERTIONS OF SOUTH AFRICAN SOVEREIGNTY OVER WALVIS 
BAY ARE LIKELY TO BE HEARD IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

BOWDLER 
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